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Around 12% of people who die on Western Australian roads are pedestrians. Pedestrians are particularly vulnerable
road users because they have no protection if they are involved in incidents with vehicles. And yet most people who use
the roads are pedestrians at least part of the time.
The Road Safety Council is committed to improving road safety for all road users, including pedestrians, through an
integrated approach to road safety which encompasses safe roads, safe vehicles, safe drivers and safe travel speeds.
This safe system approach has potential benefits for pedestrians and other vulnerable road users.

Crash Profile
In recent years pedestrians have made up about 12% of those killed on the roads and around 8% of those who are
hospitalised after crashes in Western Australia.
Not all people are equally at danger on the roads. Some groups are over-represented in crashes. In 2002-2003
pedestrians were 6.4 times more likely to be involved in crashes reported to the Police than the average rate across all
modes of travel1.


Children. On average 5 children die as pedestrians every year – this is about 25% of the number of children
who die on the roads. Child pedestrian deaths increase with age, as children begin school and travel
independently.
Most child pedestrian crashes are the result of errors made by the children. Children under 10 do not have the
skills to negotiate roads without adult supervision.



Seniors. People aged over 65 make up less than 12% of the population but around 20% of those killed as
pedestrians. On average around 5 people aged over 60 die as pedestrians each year in Western Australia. The
likelihood of being seriously injured or killed as a pedestrian increases significantly for people aged over 70.
Deaths were predominantly attributed to unexplained, unintentional errors on the pedestrians’ part. This can
generally be attributed to perceptual, cognitive and physical deteriorations.



Men aged 15 to 54. Men aged between 15 to 54 are disproportionately represented as killed pedestrians.
There is a distinct profile to these deaths, whereby men usually die at night, at the end of the working week or
on the weekend. Two out of every 3 incidents are attributable to drugs or alcohol. About 1 in 3 pedestrians are
struck while simply standing or lying on the road, not while trying to cross the road.



Indigenous Australians. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander men are 8 times more likely to be killed as
pedestrians than non-Indigenous men. Indigenous women are 32.5 times more likely to be killed as pedestrians
than non-Indigenous women.
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Towards Zero
Towards Zero is Western Australia’s 12 year road safety strategy that for 2008-2020. An important principle of
Towards Zero is ‘shared responsibility’. Towards Zero also comprises the safe system approach that promotes safe
road users travelling in safe vehicles at safe speeds along safe roads and roadsides. These elements all offer
potential benefits in protecting children.
Our long term vision is of a road transport system where crashes resulting in death or serious injury are virtually
eliminated. (Source: Towards Zero Road Safety Strategy 2008-2020).
Towards Zero means that we do not accept that any human being should die or be seriously injured on our roads.
This vision can be achieved if the community as a whole makes a fundamental change in the way it thinks about road
safety and what it is prepared to accept.

Safe System
The safe system approach recognises the vulnerability of the human body and its ability to tolerate force. The aim of the
approach is to accommodate human error in order to ensure that no fatalities will occur and serious injuries will be
reduced.
While individual road users remain responsible for behaving safely and complying with all traffic laws, the safe system
requires system designers to provide a road system that increasingly prioritises safety outcomes to cater for the
mistakes people make in traffic. The safe system has 4 cornerstones which are adopted in the Towards Zero road
safety strategy, each of which have potential benefits to pedestrians.


Safe Road Use. A nation-wide study of coroners’ reports into the deaths of pedestrians concluded that
responsibility for crash was attributed fully to the pedestrian in 76% of cases and partly attributed in an additional
12% of cases. In these circumstances it is important that pedestrians use caution. The Road Safety Council
offers road safety advice to pedestrians through school education programs, newspaper articles, local media
and community activities.
Walking. If possible, plan walking routes to include footpaths, quieter roads, controlled crossing points and
pedestrian access ways such as overpasses and underpasses. Make sure you are visible to drivers. When
walking, face oncoming traffic.
By law, pedestrians must cross at traffic signals or pedestrian crossings if they are within 20 metres.
Pedestrians must also use footpaths, shared paths or nature strips if they are available, rather than walking on
the roads. If interaction with traffic is unavoidable, always establish eye contact with the drivers. Never assume
a driver has seen you just because you have seen them.
Further information is available on the Department of Transport website <www.transport.wa.gov.au/walking>.
Motorised Wheelchairs and Gophers. Users of motorised wheelchairs and gophers are classed as
pedestrians under current traffic laws, provided the maximum speed of the equipment is 10 km/h. Very few
motorised chairs are capable of travelling faster than 10 km/h and in those rare cases, they must be registered
as vehicles.
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Safe Vehicles. It is possible to select vehicles
which are safer for pedestrians in the event of
collisions.
The Australasian New Car
Assessment Program (ANCAP) includes
pedestrian impact tests which estimate head
and leg injuries to pedestrians struck by the test
vehicles while travelling at 40 km/h.
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km/h built-up area speed limit was introduced in
Western Australia on 1 December 2001. The
impact of the 50 km/h default built-up area
speed limit has been positive with respect to
vulnerable road user groups.
Pedestrians
experienced a 51% reduction in crashes,
resulting in 432 fewer crashes involving
pedestrians in the 2 years following 2001.

These cars are given star ratings depending on
how well they test. Information is available on
the ANCAP website <www.ancap.com.au>.


Safe Roads and Roadsides. The Road Safety
Council’s strategy for improving road safety
includes a program of improvements to roads
which
offers
benefits
to
pedestrians.
Regardless of other factors, improving the
safety of roads has the potential to reduce the
incidence and severity of crashes with benefits
for all road users, including pedestrians. In
particular, separating pedestrians from vehicles
has a proven impact on reducing road trauma.



Safe Speeds. Even small reductions in travel
speed can have a significant impact on road
related harm, particularly for vulnerable road
users such as pedestrians. The default 50

Figure One: Pedestrian Crash Test Dynamics for
the Australasian New Car Assessment Program

Summary
It is important for all pedestrians to obey traffic signals, use crossings and make sure that they do not wander onto the
road unsafely. The Road Safety Council’s plan for improving road safety in Western Australia involves a safe systems
approach, including safe roads, safe vehicles, safe drivers and safe speeds: all offering benefits for pedestrians.
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